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This book is a successful attempt to supplement the rather
general instruction, given in the textbooks, in the manage-
ment of the different problems of obstetrics by detailed rules
of procedure elucidated by suitable examples. The author
gives the histories of seventy-six actual cases illustrating
twenty-eight obstetric problems, such as diagnosis of preg-
nancy, forceps, breech delivery, contracted pelvis, sepsis,
mastitis, etc. The unnecessary details of every entry in each
case are not given, but an attempt is made to bring out every
important point in at least one case of the group. Follow-
ing the reports of the cases of a group a summary is given
of all of the points pertaining to the management. This plan
is executed so well that hardly any question concerning the
management of any obstetric problem can be raised that
has not been clearly discussed and answered.

Of course the plan is not new: it was adopted by Smellie
and all the earlier English and French writers. The school
textbook and lectures of fifty or sixty years ago were illus¬
trated by many reports of cases. As the theory of obstetrics
has developed in recent years, more space has been required
in the textbooks to present the science in a systematic
form, and the case histories have been gradually crowded out.
In this country, especially, didactic teaching in obstetrics
has largely usurped the place of clinical teaching. The lack
of clinical material, or rather the indolent failure to make
use of the clinical material at hand, is responsible for the
fact that many students have been graduated without even

having personally supervised a confinement. Textbook reci¬
tations, lectures and quizzes were sufficient to qualify a

student for the written state board examinations, and the
teaching was largely adapted to this end. Dr. DeNorman-
die's book would have been a very valuable supplement
to the old didactic teaching. It is no less valuable as a

model for, the new method of clinical instruction. More and
more the tendency is to divide the obstetric teaching into a

year's work in theory and a year's work in training in the
obstetric art. For the latter course this book could be used
with great profit.

In the large number of practical problems discussed, it is
unavoidable that the views of the reviewer must sometimes
differ with those of the author. The Prochownik diet is
indicated in a variety of conditions, but as a routine in all
cases in the last two months of pregnancy in order to obtain
a smaller baby it is hardly advisable. The cases of nausea

and vomiting of pregnancy are not well selected to show
severe vomiting of the first trimester, nor do they demon¬
strate the value of rectal injections of dextrose solutions.
One is somewhat surprised at the nonchalance with which
the report is made, of the detection of ether in the baby's
breath in a case of partial asphyxia of the baby after a for¬
ceps operation made under ether narcosis. Manual dilatation
and extraction in placenta praevia is generally held to be
dangerous and responsible for many of the bad results in
this serious complication. Holding the uterus during the
third stage of labor to prevent hemorrhage is of doubtful
value, and frequently leads to harmful massage that inter¬
feres with the normal mechanism in the expulsion of the
placenta. Why use an intra-uterine mercuric chlorid douche
for postpartum hemorrhage when sterile water is just as

efficient and carries no danger of poisoning? The temper¬
ature of the douche recommended, 110 F., is much too low.
It is not clear why a patient should remain absolutely flat
on her back for six hours after labor, or why she should
remain in bed from eighteen to twenty-one days. A temper¬
ature in the puerperium of 102, ascribed to excitement due
to visitors, probably could be better explained by the fact
that the abnormal temperature followed a manual dilatation
of the cervix and a forceps delivery. Likewise a high tem¬
perature on the fourth day of the puerperium, ascribed 10

the appearance of milk, followed a bag and manual dilata¬
tion and fórceps delivery with deep tears in the vagina and
cervix.

More serious criticism could be made of the practice of
the author in applying high forceps in occiput posterior
positions. In Case 19 this resulted in laceration of the
perineum and relaxation of the sphincter ani, and in Case
21 in shock, and laceration of the cervix and perineum. A
study of the histories does not convince one that forceps were
indicated, but rather leaves the impression that with suffi¬
cient and careful analgesia, the patient could have been
satisfactorily managed either till labor was ended spon¬
taneously or until dilation was completed and the head
descended, thus avoiding the difficulties and dangers of highforceps.

Notwithstanding these exceptions, to a very few details,
we find that most of the rules show wisdom, common senseand ripe, well-used experience. It deserves to be and prom¬ises to become one of the most popular books on obstetrics
that has appeared for some time.

Miscellany
Errors in Bactériologie Milk Analyses

Great differences in the results of the bactériologie anal¬
ysis of identical samples of milk have in some places led to
a discrediting of such analyses. The methods ordinarilyused have been those formulated by the American Public
Health Association, and have been regarded as standard.

In October. 1914, the public health laboratory of the cityof New York, under the supervision of W. H. Park, the
Lederle laboratory, directed by H. D. Pease in the bactério¬
logie department, the sanitary laboratory of C. E. North,
and the bactériologie laboratory of the Borden Condensed
Milk Co., under the direction of Dr. F. X. Govers and Mr.
W. D. Strack, conducted a series of tests for the purpose
of determining the causes of the great variation in tests of
milk samples by different bacteriologists. H. W. Conn of
Wesleyan University was made referee, and in Public Health
Reports, Aug. 13, 1915, describes these tests, giving the tabu¬
lated results. In a general summary of the work, amongother things, he says : The standard methods of milk anal¬
ysis of the American Public Health Association are in need
of revision. They lay great emphasis on some of the least
important points and neglect to lay emphasis on some of
the most important ones. A revision of these methods is
now in the hands of committees appointed by the American
Public Health Association, by the Society of American Bac¬
teriologists, and by the Association of Dairy Instructors.

No single count can be relied on. An average of two
or more plates should be required in determining the bac¬
terial content of any sample of milk. Wide variations in
the composition of the culture mediums do not make any
noticeable difference in the bacterial count. In these tests
it was found that variations in analyses were due largely
to differences in technic. Among the reasons for differences
were : laboratory errors, irregularities in methods of lab¬
oratory technic, such as shaking of the samples, amount of
dilution, methods of counting by a counting lens, or with¬
out the use of one, etc. For instance, the extent of shaking
makes a difference in the result. Counts from highly seeded
plates are uniformly lower than the counts from low seeded
plates. Best results are obtained when the plates contain
somewhere between forty and 200 colonies. Another factor
modifying the counting is the practice followed by labora¬
tories of estimating number rather than actual counting.

It was found that there are irregularities in samples of
milk from the same bottle, explained as due to the clump¬
ing of bacteria, and that the bacteria being solid objects
cannot be expected to be distributed uniformly through the
liquid. One sample may contain one fourth as many bac¬
teria as another from the same bottle. After determination
of these causes for variations in the count and the adoption
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of methods to bring about uniformity in technic, the varia¬
tions were greatly reduced.

In regard to the technic, it is stated that there is no
essential difference in the results whether the milk diluted
is directly inoculated into the Petri dish and the agar poured
on it, or whether the diluted milk is inoculated into a
melted tube of agar and subsequently poured into a dish.

Five-day incubation gives a very slightly greater count
than a two-day incubation. This was not considered of
sufficient importance to change from the two-day count.
A twenty-four-hour count gives on an average about one-half
as high numbers as a forty-eight-hour count.

With the adoption of uniform technic in the four labora¬
tories, the counts were fairly close together, and were con¬
sidered accurate enough to warrant the three grades of
milk that have been adopted by the commission on milk
standards, in which Grade A includes milk having counts
below 200,000, Grade  from 200,000 to 1,000,000, and Grade
C all above 1,000,000. For this broad grading, it is stated
that it is necessary to have an average of at least four or

five analyses in order to rely on the results.

Methods of Destroying Lice
J. P. Kinloch of the University of Aberdeen made an

investigation with reference to the control of vermin among
troops liable to be infected with typhus. Among his con¬

clusions, as given in Public Health Reports, are the following:
Dry heat is more effective than moist in destroying lice

and their eggs. The paraffin bodies are actively insecticidai,
and of these gasoline is the most effective, in which they
are destroyed after immersion for one minute. The vapor
kills them in half an hour. Powerful fatty solvents other
than paraffin are actively insecticidai. Benzin, toluene and
acetone are as effective as gasoline. Certain chlorin deriva¬
tives of methane, ethane and ethylene are often more effec¬
tive, and are noninflammable. Exposure to the vapor of these
substances is fatal in five minutes. Soap solutions con¬

taining 2 per cent, of trichlorethylene or 10 per cent, tetra-
chlorethane are capable of killing in half an hour at ordinary
temperatures all lice and nits.

Practically the destruction of lice and nits is best done
by immersion of the garments and bedclothes in gasoline
or benzin. If clothing will not be injured by immersion in
water, steeping for half an hour at 12 C. (53.6 F.) in soap
solution containing 2 per cent, of trichlorethylene or 10
per cent, of tetrachlorethane destroys lice and nits. Deriva¬
tives of chlorin and ethane in the form of gas cannot be
used, but their soap preparations are of value. For cleans¬
ing the body, soap solutions containing 2 per cent, of tri¬
chlorethylene or 10 per cent, tetrachlorethane are best. It is
believed that lice will not live on the body if it is anointed
daily with 25 per cent, solution of trichlorethylene in petro¬
latum or twice daily with a mixture of gasoline in petrolatum
of the same strength.

Owner's Liability for Injury Resulting from Use of
Automobile

Probably few prospective purchasers of automobiles for
general family use, observes Joseph T. Winslow in the August
Case and Comment, reflect upon the legal liability which
may attach to them by reason of damage or injuries result¬
ing from the use of the machine by members of their fam¬
ily. In view of the present state of the law and its appar¬
ent trend, however, it would appear a wise course, from a

financial standpoint, for purchasers and owners of cars
intended for such use to give attention to this question, and
to see to it that when they are being used on the public high¬
way they are at least in charge of persons competent to

operate and manage them.
There are two theories on which it has been sought to hold

owners responsible for injuries resulting while their cars

are being operated or used by members of their families ;
first, on the theory of respondeat superior, and, second, on
the doctrine of dangerous agency or instrumentality.

Medicolegal

Privileged Character of Information Gained by
Inspection of Patient

(Yasoo & M. V. R. Co. vs. Messina (Miss.), 67 So. R. 963)
The Supreme Court of Mississippi, in affirming a judgment

in favor of the plaintiff Messina for personal injuries, says
that after the wreck the defendant company sent its own
surgeons to take charge of the injured, and to carry them
to a hospital. There was some evidence tending to show
that the plaintiff was not given that care and consideration
which he was entitled to receive while he was at the scene
of the wreck. To rebut this evidence the defendant offered
to prove by its surgeons that they examined the plaintiff at
that time, and that the wounds had been dressed and properly
treated, and that that was all which could have been done
under the circumstances. At the instance of the plaintiff the
trial court excluded this evidence from the jury. Section
3695 of the Code of 1906 provides: "All communications
made to a physician or surgeon by a patient under his
charge . . . are hereby declared privileged." It will be
noted that the plaintiff was a patient under the charge of the
surgeons selected by the defendant. By the statute "all
communications" made to a physician by his patient are
privileged. It was argued by the defendant that the evidence
offered did not consist of "communications" by the patient
to the physician ; that the physician's information was gained
by an inspection of the patient, and that the statute did not
cover this character of evidence. Taken literally, this view
of the statute may be sound ; but, when it considers the mani¬
fest policy of this sort of legislation, the court believes that
what the defendant sought to prove was communicated to the
witness by the patient. Except as a physician, he was not
qualified to testify. His knowledge of the matter inquired
about came to him from his examination of his patient. It is
not necessary that the communication should be made by
words in order to make it privileged. There is no more
sacred relation of confidence than the relationship of physi¬
cian and patient, and it was, in the court's opinion, the
intention of the legislature to close the lips of the physicianconcerning any and every thing he knows about the patient
by oral communication or from a physical examination of
his patient. This statute protecting the patient makes
privileged "all communications," and it would be absurd, the
court thinks, to say that what the patient says to the physi¬cian is privileged, but what is communicated to the physician
by his expert examination and exploration of his patient'sbody is not privileged. The oral communications are usually
of little importance, but the physical examination is always
of prime importance. The fact that the physicians in the
present case were not called by the plaintiff, but were sent
by the defendant to examine or treat the plaintiff, did not
change the legal aspect of the case. The physicians were
acting in their professional capacity, and the plaintiff was
their patient, and all communications to their professional
senses are privileged, and the physician, however willing he
may be to violate the confidence of his patient, will not be
permitted to do so by the wise provisions of the statute. In
the light of such authorities as this court has been able tofind, the overwhelming weight are in accord with this view
of the law.
Unavailable Defenses for Unlawfully Prescribing Morphin

(Hyde vs. State (Tenn.), 174 S. W. R. 1127)
The Supreme Court of Tennessee affirms a conviction of

the appellant Hyde, a practicing physician, of unlawfully
prescribing morphin, in violation of the act of 1913. The
court says that this is modeled after, and closely conforms
to, the act of Congress later passed and approved Dec. 17,1914, effective on and after March 1, 1915, so far as the pro¬visions of the congressional enactment could be made appli¬cable to and regulate intrastate sales of the drugs affected,
there being left a not inconsiderable field for the operation
of the local act, which is the initial step in Tennessee in the
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